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Program Themes
Voices Literature & Writing features six program themes: 
Identity Awareness; Perspective Taking; Conflict Resolution; Family, 
Friends, and Community; Social Awareness; and Democracy. These 
themes build across the grade levels with age-appropriate grade-level 
themes and Central Questions. The Central Question engages students 
and facilitates a personal connection to the literature, sparking interest, 
debate, and active participation and learning.
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Kindergarten Theme:
We Are Special

Central Question:
What makes us 
special?

Theme:
My Feelings

Central Question:
How do I feel?

Theme:
Getting Along

Central Question:
How can we 
share and get 
along with each 
other?

Theme:
My Family

Central Question:
What makes a 
family?

Theme:
Kindness

Central Question:
How should we 
treat each other?

Theme:
Caring for Others

Central Question:
How can we care 
for each other?

Grade 1 Theme:
Who We Are

Central Question:
Who am I?  
Who are you?

Theme:
Our Feelings

Central Question:
How do I feel? 
How do you feel?

Theme:
Solving Problems

Central Question:
What are 
different ways 
to solve our 
problems with 
others?

Theme:
Friendship

Central Question:
What makes a 
good friend?

Theme:
Respecting 
Others

Central Question:
How can we 
respect each 
other?

Theme:
Good Neighbors

Central Question:
What makes a 
good neighbor?
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Grade 2 Theme:
Alike and 
Different

Central Question:
How are we alike? 
How are we 
different?

Theme:
Giving

Central Question:
How do we feel 
when we give to 
others?

Theme:
Resolving 
Conflicts

Central Question:
How can we 
resolve conflicts 
when others seem 
more powerful?

Theme:
Our Goals

Central Question:
How can we 
achieve our 
goals?

Theme:
Equality

Central Question:
What is equality?

Theme:
America’s 
Promise

Central Question:
What is the 
promise of 
America?

Grade 3 Theme:
Our Favorite 
Places

Central Question:
What are the 
places you love?

Theme:
We Care

Central Question:
How can we be 
sensitive to each 
other’s feelings?

Theme:
My Problems, My 
Solutions

Central Question:
How can we 
solve conflicts in 
our lives?

Theme:
Making a 
Difference

Central Question:
How can 
kids make a 
difference in the 
world?

Theme:
Pursuing Our 
Dreams

Central Question:
How can we 
overcome 
obstacles and 
pursue our 
dreams?

Theme:
Rights and 
Responsibilities

Central Question:
How can we 
work together as 
a community to 
stand up for our 
rights?
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Grade 4 Theme:
Where We Come 
From

Central Question:
Where are you 
from?

Theme:
Understanding 
Cultures

Central Question:
What can we 
do to help us 
understand 
people from 
different cultures?

Theme:
Solving 
Community 
Problems

Central Question:
How can we 
solve problems in 
our communities?

Theme:
Building Strong 
Bonds

Central Question:
How can 
differences or 
disagreements 
strengthen our 
relationships?

Theme:
Meeting 
Challenges

Central Question:
How can we 
challenge 
stereotypes, 
prejudices, and 
discrimination?

Theme:
Making 
Ourselves Heard

Central Question:
How can we 
make our voices 
heard?

Grade 5 Theme:
Our Stories

Central Question:
What are our 
stories?

Theme:
The Meaning of 
Freedom

Central Question:
What does 
freedom mean to 
different people?

Theme:
Making Choices

Central Question:
What choices 
do we have in a 
conflict?

Theme:
Overcoming 
Obstacles

Central Question:
What are the 
barriers to 
friendship? How 
can we overcome 
them?

Theme:
Building a Better 
World

Central Question:
What can we 
each do to make 
a better world?

Theme:
Keeping Freedom 
Alive

Central Question:
How can we 
keep the struggle 
for freedom 
alive?

Grade 6 Theme:
Our Dreams and 
Goals

Central Question:
What are our 
dreams and 
goals?

Theme:
Making Sense of 
Feelings

Central Question:
How can we 
make sense 
of conflicting 
feelings and 
values?

Theme:
Dealing with 
Bullies

Central Question:
How can we deal 
with teasing and 
exclusion?

Theme:
Forever Hopeful

Central Question:
How can family 
and friends help 
us keep hope 
alive?

Theme:
Our World, Our 
Future

Central Question:
What kind of 
world do we 
want to live in?

Theme:
Knowledge and 
Freedom

Central Question:
How does 
knowledge make 
us free?


